INTERVIEWING JAPAN
forty years ago, at least thirty separate styles in
use, to say nothing of their variations. Now
one sees only about ten classic hair styles. In
fact, practically all headdresses for children and
young girls have been done away with since
foreign dress came into use in the schools. Nearly
gone is the ocUgo which consists of hair twisted
up into two knobs, a style once used by children
of samurai. A slightly similar style called tabako-
bon.> or honourable smoking-box style, was used in
Southern Japan and consisted of one knot pikd
high in smoking-box shape. Girls from seven to
eleven years of age wore these buns.
At eleven, said my kamiyuisan^ a young girl
used to come of age and prepare for marriage.
The headdresses once worn from eleven years of
age on are now used from the seventeenth or
eighteenth year.
"Now girls haven't enough hair for the old
styles because they don't start to let it grow until
shortly before graduation from girls' high school.
But I am getting so I cm build a headdress on
any one whose hair hangs a little below the shoul-
ders. We have a lot of new gadgets to help us
out too. We need them, especially at New Year's
time and for weddings when the old time styles
are still preferred/' said the hairdresser.